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[1999Oka] showed the Bi-Tm phase diagram reported by
[1996Abd] (dashed lines in Fig. 1) and pointed out that the
shape of the BiTm liquidus must be reexamined because its
extension to the 0 at.% Tm side would cross the pure Bi line
unless a very unlikely abrupt change of slope is introduced.
It could have been caused by inappropriate drawing because
there was no data point below 10 at.% Tm.

However, this unlikely situation near the Bi end was
“confirmed” by [2003Abu] by means of differential thermal
analysis, x-ray diffraction, and microstructural analysis
(solid lines in Fig. 1). Because this is thermodynamically
extremely unlikely, this range must be examined once
again. If this situation is real, there must be a unique and
interesting reason for it.
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